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Topic A: 

Election Insecurity and Unrest in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 

 

 
 

Facet 1: Rwanda 

Even as the Democratic Republic of the Congo has continued to face large unrest domestically, 

regional instability has continued to plague the nation. Following the 1994 Rwanda genocide, many of 

the ethnic Hutu perpetrators of the mass killings fled into the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

where they have since operated as the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). The 

members of the FDLR have focused most of their operations in the eastern regions of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, specifically in the provinces of North Kivu and South Kivu.  

Recently, the military of the DRC has begun aggressive action against the FDLR so as to contain 

the instability in the regions between Rwanda and the DRC. Following the overwhelming operational 

success of military missions in the region, the military of the DRC has received a pledge of support 

from the government of Rwanda, after Rwanda’s minister of East Africa released a statement 
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condemning the FDLR to a crushing defeat at the hands of the Congolese army. “Thanks to the 

Congolese army, the days of the FDLR are numbered,” proclaimed Minister Olivier Nduhungirehe. 

Even as the FDLR faces the combined strength of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, they have maintained steadfast. The FDLR released a statement following the newly 

announced alliance between Rwanda and the DRC, claiming that DRC President Felix Tshisekedi and 

Rwandan President Paul Kagame have entered into a “pact” with the aim of “[massacring] Rwandan 

refugees in the east of DRC.” 

As instability in the eastern regions of the DRC comes to an all-time high, the focus is being 

drawn from instability in the same area being fomented by President Tshisekedi’s political rivals. 

Should forces loyal to Martin Fayulu (Tshisekedi’s former opponent in the presidential election) rise 

up in support of a “free and democratic” election, this region could see an outbreak of violence 

rivaling that seen in the Rwandan genocide. Since the turn of the decade, DRC military operations 

have continued against the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), with large amounts of casualties on both 

sides. The DRC government seems to be waging a multi-faceted war in the east, with their focus split 

between the FDLR and the ADF, and no true end to the conflict in sight for any side. 

 

Facet 2: Crimes Against Humanity 

A newly released report by the United Nations’ Joint Human Rights Office has found that over 

700 people have been killed since December 2017 in the northwest Ituri province of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, with most victims belonging to the ethnic Hema population and most 

perpetrators belonging to the ethnic Lendu population. While the report failed to find sufficient 

evidence that Lendu militias were operating with the goal of destroying the Hema as an ethnic group, 

it did document “barbaric” acts of violence that indicate “the desire of the attackers to inflict lasting 

trauma to the Hema communities and to force them to flee and not return to their villages.” This, 

investigators say, could classify the ongoing violence as genocide. 

The forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s military and regional police have been 

notably disengaged. However, the UN report also accused the Congolese forces of serious human 

rights abuses against Lendu armed groups, such as extrajudicial executions, rape, and forced labor. 

This report should be seriously considered by members of the United Nations Security Council as the 

committee deliberates about what action, if any, should be taken in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo.  
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Topic B: 

Growing Tension between China, Hong Kong, and 

the United States 

 
 

Facet 1: Phase One of U.S.-China Trade Deal Announced 

As of the week of January 13th, sources from both the United States and China have 

confirmed that both sides have reached a preliminary deal in what is being referred to as “Phase 

One” of a major trade agreement. 

The deal, which is set to be signed in the near future, will include pledges by China to 

purchase over US$200 billion of American goods over two years in four major industries. Trump 

administration officials announced that these purchases will be broken down into US$75 billion 
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purchases in manufactured goods, US$50 billion in energy purchases, US$40 billion in agricultural 

purchases, and US$35-40 billion in service purchases. 

This announcement follows a move by the United States to remove China from a list of 

nations deemed to be “currency manipulators”, another potential sign that relations could be 

improving between both countries as they approach the signing of the “Phase One” deal.  

Facet 2: Hong Kong Protests 

Even after six months of protests in Hong Kong, the very first day of the new year saw a 

massive demonstration where thousands of protestors took to the streets. The demonstration was 

largely peaceful, but some protestors encountered police who fired tear gas and rubber bullets into 

the crowd.  

As the protests roiling the city continued, Hong Kong’s leader, Carrie Lam, started the new year by 

receiving a letter from world leaders urging her to “seek genuine ways forward out of this crisis by 

addressing the grievances of Hong Kong people.”  Political leaders from eighteen different countries 

joined the open letter to Ms. Lam. 

Many of the demonstrators were calling for all five demands of the movement to be met 

before they would stop the protests, even though one demand has already been conceded by the 

Hong Kong government. While the withdrawal of Hong Kong’s controversial extradition bill has 

already concluded, protestors are still seeking amnesty for those arrested in the demonstrations, an 

inquiry into police brutality, universal suffrage, and for the protests to not be characterized as “riots” 

by the government. 

President Xi Jinping of China rang in the new year with a speech to the nation in which he 

proclaimed that Beijing would “resolutely safeguard the prosperity and stability” of Hong Kong. But as 

the protests continue with no end in sight, that reality remains unlikely. 


