
Topic A Update Paper: Paramilitaries and Militias  
  

There have been several notable developments regarding paramilitaries and militias over the past 

several months. In Iran, major anti-government protest has rocked the country.  Economic stagnation is 

the main complaint of protestors, but there is also a backlash to Iran’s foreign interventions with 

protesters chanting slogans like ‘Death to Hezbollah’ and ‘Leave Syria alone’.1 However, Iran’s foreign 

influence has only grown.  Early January saw several Iranian backed Iraqi paramilitaries form a political 

coalition to challenge the ruling government.2 This has the potential to exacerbate sectarian tensions.  In 

Syria, the Rebels are losing territory fast.  Their international sponsors have left, and the Regime has 

launched a major assault on their stronghold of Idlib.3  Through the entire war, the Regime has used siege 

tactics to force Rebels to surrender, and then has bussed them to Idlib, giving the tiny statlet a dense 

population of around 2 million.  These Rebels have entrenched positions and are well armed, and have 

their backs to the wall. 
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Topic B Update Paper: Changing Role of the Peacekeeper 
  

The United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in the Congo, recently suffered the worst attack on 

Peacekeepers in recent UN history, when 15 were killed in a large scale attack by a regional rebel group.4 

The militants that attacked them fired weapons and grenades at a regional operating base in Northern 

Congo, in an attack that lasted several hours. In addition to many casualties, over 50 additional 

Peacekeepers were injured in the attack. While not commenced by the regional government, the United 

Nations is frustrated with their inability to assist in preventing such attacks, and fears its largest 

Peacekeeping Mission is under threat of further destabilization.5 This Peacekeeping Mission in the Congo 

is the only mission globally that has a mandate to commence offensive operations, and has done so with 

some success in the past. Going forward it is essential for the committee to debate whether these 

operations are essential to respond to attacks like these, or if due to their aggressive position they have the 

potential to cause future attacks.  
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