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The Parent Teacher Association at Parks Elementary Magnet School was created in 2005, 
the same year the school was erected. The aim of the PTA is to maintain an open relationship 
between the Parks Elementary Administration, Faculty, and Staff and the parents of students 
regarding any academic, social, and financial matters that affect students. Parks Elementary is a 
public magnet school located in Dover, Massachusetts, an affluent suburb of Boston. This K-5 
school enrolls approximately 534 students as of Fall of 2017, with 34 teachers. Admission to 
Parks Elementary is by application and done through a selection process based on test scores and 
an interview. The current Principal of the school is Christy Walker, and the school staff-PTA 
liaison is Vice Principal Mark Rivera.  Because this school is a Magnet program, there are 
limited spots for enrollment, prompting many parents to aggressively train their child to do well 
on the qualifying tests, which hone in on reading and math/science abilities. All parents of 
students are members of the PTA by default (known as “PTA At-Large”) and are allowed to vote 
in end-of-year elections. However, the parents who vote and attend to the majority of PTA 
business consist of an elected body (known as “The Body”) of 34 parents: five parents per grade 
and four executive members (President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer). The latest 
President of the PTA, Karen Starks, was adamant that the parents of Parks Elementary would be 
heavily involved with their children’s academic and social life within the school. Her immovable 
position on this matter lead to a few controversial policy decisions that would compel the rest of 
the PTA to elect someone else to President the following year. The most notorious decision was 
suggesting there be an end-of-the-year pool party field trip for all fourth and fifth graders at a 
President Starks’ house. Principal Walker approved the field trip, but parents did not find out 
about the decision until trip permission slips were sent home. Many parents were mad about the 
late notice but still allowed their children to go. Unfortunately at the party, fourth grader Ross 
Briswald broke his leg after a parent accidentally slid on the wet pavement and crushed his leg. 
After an investigation, it was later found out that alcoholic drinks were served at the field trip to 
chaperones, prompting an uproar from the vast majority of parents. Needless to say, Principal 
Walker was furious with PTA President Starks and urged all parents to choose Brandi Donahue 
for President during elections for the next year. It is now July 2018 and PTA President Donahue 
has called a meeting of The Body before school starts on August 13.  

Susan Waters, parent of Tucker Waters, was selected by the PTA At-Large to be one of 
five fourth grade representatives. Susan Waters attended Boston College, where she earned a 
Bachelor's degree in Art History and a Masters degree in Art Administration. Susan is a 
part-time curator at a prominent high-end art gallery in Dover, Massachusetts. According to her 
biography on the art gallery’s website, Susan met her husband in college and he is now a 
professor of art at Boston University. Her friends, family, and coworkers know her as Susan, but 
her PTA colleagues know her as Representative Waters. Susan maintains strict professionalism 
with her fellow PTA members and takes her job very seriously. This is Susan’s third year as a 
member of The Body and works closely with the Parks Elementary Art Teacher on initiatives 
that will increase student interest in the arts and humanities. Susan Waters’ father was the CEO 
of a major grocery chain before passing away in April of 2013. Because of this, Susan has 
inherited a large fortune worth an unspecified amount.  
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As one of five fourth grade representatives, it is my responsibility to represent the parents 
of fourth grade students at Parks Elementary Magnet School. For the 2018-2019 school year, I 
plan to not only continue my art initiatives with art teacher Mr. Wagner, such as the annual art 
show, but also branch out to other areas including working closely with Vice Principal Rivera on 
acquiring funding for a mural of Rosa Parks, after whom the school was named. In order to 
better achieve my funding goals, I will be creating a subcommittee of the Finance Committee (1 
member of The Body per grade makes up the Finance Committee) to raise money specifically for 
this mural. I plan to reach out to first grade representative Haley Borghese and fifth grade 
representative Kurt Carmichael, alongside Vice Principal Rivera, to help me with fundraising. I 
have chosen Representative Borghese specifically to help me because of her career in activism 
concerning mass incarceration. Rep. Borghese has made many of her points known regarding 
ensuring our children have a quality education, regardless of race, class, or gender. I believe 
having Rep. Borghese helping me on this project will prove to potential donors that this is a 
serious project. I have also chosen Rep. Carmichael because of his close friendship to a local 
distinguished muralist. While I truly would like this mural to be displayed in honor of the great 
Rosa Parks, I also know that if I successfully fund and implement this project before the 
academic year’s end, I will have a good shot at running for PTA president for the next year. My 
son, Tucker, will be in fifth grade next year and it will be my last opportunity at running for 
President. If this project is successful, coupled with my long tenure as a representative in The 
Body, I am sure to convince not only Principal Walker of my abilities but the PTA At-Large as 
well.  

After the turmoil from former PTA President Starks end-of-school party, I had to distance 
myself from the aftermath. Unknown to many, then President Starks and I were really good 
friends, and she had planned on recommending me to be the next president after her--had she 
been reelected. Obviously, those plans fell through, so now I have to prove myself worthy to all 
the fellow power hungry parents. Nevertheless, I will also make it my plan this year to be 
friendly with current PTA President Donahue so that she might recommend me in lieu of not 
having a secure recommendation anymore. In addition to being friendly with President Donahue, 
I must ensure she does not run for reelection next spring, as her admiration is already growing 
among The Body. By being in Vice Principal Rivera’s ear during my mural project, this could 
possibly give me access to Principal Walker’s thoughts on PTA President Donahue’s 
performance. While the PTA opinions of Principal Walker has shifted from negative to positive 
in the past years, I must make sure that The Body stays satisfied with its relations with Principal 
Walker.  

While my end goal is to run for and win the presidency, I must not lose track of my 
commitments to the fourth graders and their parents. This year, I hope to work cooperatively 
with the other fourth grade representatives on a fully fleshed out--and safer--end of year trip. One 
reason many parents attributed the broken leg at last year’s party was because of the lack of 
chaperones for so many children. Because of this, I must advocate for a fourth grade only party. 
While I already know this will be unpopular for financial reasons, I must be steadfast in my 
defense to my fellow fourth grade representatives but also to The Body in general.  


