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Since 1849 Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) have become the trademark technology           
of the 21st century. They are quickly gaining prominence and are flying themselves into every               
aspect of our lives: militarily, economically, socially and environmentally. Regardless of the            
many benefits that are associated with UAVs Italy feels the disadvantages outweigh the benefits.              
The glaring problem with this technology is the blatant risk for non-combatant lives and the               
simple fact that there is no regulation of this new and advancing technology.  

UAVs were seen on the broad scale in World War II used by the Allied forces to attack                  
German rocket sites. After this, the development of UAV combatant technology skyrocketed.            
Advancements by Israeli and American sectors for drone technology enabled UAVs to be used              
for reconnaissance and combat, capable of firing guided missiles and equipped with GPS1.             
Notably, Israel and the United States’ UAV programs have swelled in size and capacity, with the                
United States adopting a policy of widespread drone use to hinder the efficiency of militant               
groups around the world. It has been seen that these efforts in Pakistan and Yemen have both                 
been effective at taking out militant leaders and destructive in terms of civilian casualties1. Italy               
feels as though these attacks are violations of national sovereignty of the affected countries, but               
worries that regulation of such attacks could hinder counterterrorism efforts. In the most recent              
decades, the range of UAV functions has exploded and these vehicles have become much more               
useful in non-combat, surveillance and information gathering settings. As the technologies for            
UAVs develop around the world, the benefits of the new research provide for more efficient and                
effective means of security, scientific advancement, and an overall greater comprehension of the             
world around us. Proliferation of these technologies in all sectors globally has reached an              
unparalleled rate, as most nations begin to pursue to develop UAV technologies of their own.               
Italy feels that it is clear that technology is surpassing human limitations. UAVs are the future of                 
combatant missions and reconnaissance. However as they maintain momentum and continue to            
develop, they will become more powerful and will amass a potential threat to civilians across the                
globe.  

Italy would lay out a foundational map of guidelines for the production and proliferation              
of UAV technology. These regulations will be applicable to all countries across the globe              
regardless of the number of UAVs in their possession. However Italy notes that technological              
development is imperative for advancement in our technological age and does not want to limit               
this technological progress. Italy proposes that the use of drones must be monitored but open               
channels of communication be explored in order to stimulate UAV development. Italy            
understands that this is easier said than done; hence Italy proposes the following steps to achieve                
its goal. First it is imperative that the global community promotes an environment open to the                
collective development of UAVs. By creating the atmosphere of sharing Italy firmly believes             
that a certain air of trust will be established. However, this is an idealistic plan so Italy proposes                  
countries must adhere to guidelines that state that their UAV technology not be used for               
militaristic purposes and that an institution similar to Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty2 be            
created and enforced. Although this is not a perfect plan, Italy feels it is important to start                 
somewhere to address the problems with UAVs and a piece of regulation that is already enforced                
and is working could potentially be the start of the answers to our problems. 

1 "Unmanned Aerial Vehicles." Purpose. N.p.. Web. 7 Jan 2013. <http://www.uavs.org/purpose>.  
 2"THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION ." . The United Nations. Web. 3 Jan 2013. 
<http://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2005/npttreaty.html>. 
 


