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Position Paper Guidelines 

 

The position paper is a delegate’s first impression to the dais and is the final 
product of a student’s preparation and research for any Model United Nations 
conference. It contains informed perspectives and histories of the state or character 
a delegate represents and is crucial to creating an authentic MUN experience.   

At ALMUN X, it is required for all delegates, across General Assembly, Crisis and 
Press Corps committees (except Crisis Ad Hoc delegates), to write and submit a 
position paper to the dias prior to the conference in order to be eligible for an award. 
The format for GA, Crisis and Press Corps position papers can be found below. More 
information specifically regarding Press Corps position papers will be sent to 
individual delegates. 

Position Papers will be due on Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 11:59pm. 
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Crisis Committees 
For Crisis committees, delegates will be following the White Paper/Black Paper 
style of position papers. This means that all delegates in Crisis Committees will be 
submitting two (2) position papers, each one page in length. This will be done in two 
(2) separate documents each submitted electronically on the respective delegate’s 
committee page on our website, almun.org. Continue reading for an explanation of 
the White Paper/Black Paper style.  

White Paper 

The “White Paper” will be similar to a General Assembly position paper and will be 
one page in length. This will consist of general background information on the topic 
and character which can include information found from outside sources if needed. 
Even though you as a delegate will be in the committee, this should be written from 
an outsider's point of view. For instance, imagine being in a crisis committee titled 
“2010 Alabama Legislature” with the character Senator Bob Jones representing 
Tuscaloosa County. For the White Paper, you would not write from the perspective 
of Senator Jones, but from an outsider’s perspective gathering information about 
Alabama’s Legislature and specifically, its 2010 session.  

The White Paper will showcase to the committee staff that you have a general grasp 
on the crisis committee topic, such as the 2010 Alabama Legislature for example. 
The White Paper will consist of two (2) paragraphs: the first will be general 
background information on the crisis committee, and the second will be background 
information on your character, such as Senator Bob Jones. The first paragraph 
should be the bulk of the White Paper.  

The White Paper must be exactly one (1) page, single spaced, 12 pt., Times New 
Roman font. The heading of the White Paper should be on the left side, and include 
“White Paper,” then the crisis committee name, then the character name, as in the 
following example:  
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White Paper 
2010 Alabama Legislature 
Senator Bob Jones 

It may be appropriate, depending on the Crisis committee, for the White Paper to 
include references for your research. References must be cited using footnotes in 
MLA format. Include the URL for electronic sources. We strongly encourage using 
solely electronic sources for ease of reference.  

Black Paper 

Unlike the White Paper, the “Black Paper” is from the character’s point of view. 
This paper will include all the foreseeable behind-the-scenes plots and secret 
ulterior motives you can come up with. The Black Paper is to demonstrate to the 
crisis staff that you can be creative with the crisis topic and your intended crisis arc.  
Even though some of these plans will not fit in the actual crisis during the 
conference, what you write in the Black Paper could help you develop ideas in 
committee. For instance, if you are Senator Bob Jones representing Tuscaloosa 
County from the previous example, you could disclose in the Black Paper your 
potential plans to slowly transfer funds from Auburn University to The University 
of Alabama because of some personal vendetta, for instance. While obviously the 
“real” Bob Jones  never did this in reality, this action serves as a potential starting 
point for a crisis note or your arc within committee. You are by no means bound to 
the ideas suggested in the Black Paper, as we understand crises can change quickly, 
making many planned ideas irrelevant.  

Additionally, the Black Paper will be used by the crisis staff to create a more 
personalized crisis experience, as they will know many of your plans beforehand. 
The Black Paper is for crisis staff eyes only and will not be seen by other delegates. 
Think about the Black Paper as the first time the crisis staff and dais will see you in 
character -- first impressions matter!  
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Like the White Paper, the Black Paper should be exactly one (1) page in length, 
single spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman. The heading of the Black Paper should be 
on the left side, and include “Black Paper,” then the crisis committee name, then 
the character name, as in the following example:  

Black Paper 
2010 Alabama Legislature 
Senator Bob Jones 

 

***ALMUN X does not tolerate any form of plagiarism, and if a delegate is found to 

have plagiarized, their sponsor will be notified and the delegate will become 

ineligible for an award.  

 

  


